Ninthe leaves of the labelled trees increased in the first years after the labelled litter was deposited at their foot, and then decreased. These dynamics reflect preferential mineralization of N from fresh litter compared to bulk soil Ni nt he beginning, and then stabilization of litter-derived N in the humus and the mineral soil. Litter 15 Nu ptake occurs earlier and over al onger period of time in mull sites compared to moder sites. This is in line with the slowera ctivity of decomposers in the moder organic horizons and with the effects of earthworms (aggregation, vertical distribution) in mull sites.
